The school law of the State of Pennsylvania requires that from the age of eight until the age of sixteen years each and every child residing within the limits of the state shall be a regular attendant at school, whenever school shall be in session, unless support their parents and themselves. Vigilant attendance officers have co-operated with social agencies in the elimination of both of these groups from society, and with the aid of a growing public opinion, the school, employer and parent are moving together as one unit toward the great goal of public education for all.
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The school law of the State of Pennsylvania requires that from the age of eight until the age of sixteen years each and every child residing within the limits of the state shall be a regular attendant at school, whenever school shall be in session, unless such child shall have reached his fourteenth birthday and have completed the sixth grade, in which case he may satisfy the requirements by attending continuation school one day per week. If an attendance officer reports a child not in school and a sufficient excuse is not forthcoming, provision is made for the punishment of the parent by the imposition of a fine.
This law was framed with the idea of preventing the exploitation of children in industry during the formative years when the requirement of an education and the establishment of habits of correct living only are possible, and also to avoid the dwarfing of body and mind through too early an application at monotonous tasks to which children in their immaturity are particularly likely to be set. In this way foreign-born parents have been prevented, to a certain extent at least, from placing their children at work at an early age, or from exploiting them themselves by labor performed within the limits of the home, and native-born fathers and mothers have been required to place their children in school and to join the ranks of wage earners themselves instead of living on the earnings of a numerous brood, able by reason of their number rather than by their skill to support their parents and themselves. Vigilant attendance officers have co-operated with social agencies in the elimination of both of these groups from society, and with the aid of a growing public opinion, the school, employer and parent are moving together as one unit toward the great goal of public education for all.
The law specifies that each and every child between the stated ages shall be in school. The tendency among social workers interested in the problems of education in the United States today has been to urge an increase in the number of years of school attendance required rather than to accept the present limitation. Just now a strong movement is being initiated to require eighteen years rather than sixteen years as the minimum age for leaving school. So far no one has suggested that it might be possible that this law, if passed under present conditions, might prove even more of a boomerang (75) than the present law?a boomerang which would react upon society through the fields of adolescent crime and non-conformity.
At the present time the law requires the child to remain in school until his sixteenth year. It presupposes the ability of the child to profit by such school training as he shall receive, and presupposes further that each child is able by reason It is this group of retarded children which is the source of much of the unruly element of adolescent age both in school and out, and which increases enormously the cost of education through the added number of classes which are required in the school, or which lessens the efficiency with which the class work is done because of the increased numbers in the classes. The group falls naturally into two divisions. The first includes those who are obviously feeble-minded; the second those who may be diagnosed as mentally deficient, without meaning by that term anything other than that these children are so equipped mentally that they are unable to learn the fundamental operations in reading and arithmetic in such a fashion as to make them available as tools.
Two grades in the public schools retain more of these children than any others. In the first place, without permitting unscrupulous persons to exercise the power, it is possible to permit children who have reached their fourteenth year, and who are not receiving the full benefit which they have a right to expect from their school experience, to leave school on the basis of the judgment of some duly qualified person, and to permit them to engage in some field of labor designed to be remunerative both in experience and money. This is not an ideal way, because the children who would be candidates for this treatment need training of a kind which the school does not offer but which, under pressure, it should be induced to offer.
In the second place, it is an unnecessary waste for the schools to be burdened with children who are going to do badly in school without learning about it a great deal earlier than they do. Unless a child remain several years in a grade, little or no effort is expended to discover why it is retarded. The sheep are never separated from the goats, so that at times it is very evident that the teacher is forced to labor in a specified way with a class most of whose members are obviously unfitted for the treatment. The sensible thing to do would be to differentiate the group from the beginning. Time and money would be saved by the process, for each child who is kept in school or in a grade beyond the allotted time is a source of extra expense. This early differentiation is essential to success with any other sort of school work than that regularly given. After this comes the curriculum which also must be differentiated. The minimum amount of the three R's is all that is necessary, and, let me whisper, all that is ever received either, and after this should come the real work which is manual entirely in its character. John came into the house, slamming the door and stamping his feet. His face was white with anger as he told his mother of indignities he had suffered at the hands of the "old man" as he termed him.
The "old man" was the principal of his school, and the trouble was over the arithmetic which John said he could not do, and which his teacher and finally his principal rather insisted upon his attempting. Thin and aenemic, the nervous offspring of a nervous mother, constantly under stimulation from her and from his teachers, John found it impossible to satisfy the conditions which they imposed, and in order to avoid them had finally learned to work himself into a passion such as would eliminate the question from the books for the time being. John would go to bed for a day or two with a bad headache. His mother would retire with smelling salts and a dozen handkerchiefs, his father would beat a retreat from the over-charged atmosphere, and the rest of the family, two smaller children, would remain in the back yard talking with bated breath until the trouble had blown over.
The trouble lay in the fact that John was quite unable to do the work which he was expected to do. He was a normal boy, of rather superior imagination, but he lacked intellectual capacity in the sense that he found it difficult, in fact all but impossible, to solve the problems expected from him in the fifth grade. Ambition at home and pressure at school could not produce what was not in the boy. The psychological examination determined without a doubt that he was a normal boy deficient in the intellectual field. His home surroundings were very bad, and their effect was felt in the constant nervous excitement induced and did not primarily account for the difficulties in school.
John finally rebelled against the whole situation and got a job with a gas company. He gave his age as seventeen and cautioned his mother not to report him to the attendance officer who soon appeared. Some statement of hers challenged the interest of the officer, and John was soon notified to appear at school. Further rebellion at home, more nervous attacks, and a place was found for
John in Maine where he worked for a doctor for his board and room and some instruction. John was much dissatisfied with this proposition for he did not like farmwork but he remained at this place until he had reached his sixteenth birthday when he returned home, took a good job and has been getting along very well at it. His health has improved wonderfully and he seems much better satisfied with the world in general.
Alice.
A tall, husky raw-boned girl bent over the washboard wrestling with the family washing. As she sloshed the clothes in the hot water she smiled and sung snatches of the popular songs of the day. No one would have judged her to be a day less than eighteen years of age, but like the chickenhawk over the hen yard silence and anger descended over the happy face, when an attendance officer put in an appearance and required an answer to the question "Why is Alice not in school?" This sounds easy but is really a hard question to answer when a mother knows that the reason her well-grown daughter is not in school is because she won't go. Even the father had found it hard to look into the level eyes of his daughter, whom he topped not more than an inch, and threaten bodily force if she did not go to school.
Alice did not like to go to school and sit in the fifth grade with the other children when she was larger than any of them and the teacher besides. In spite of her fifteen years Alice was a woman and looked it. Her parents reported her a good girl and an excellent worker in the home. The school found no fault with her behavior, but she was not bright and did not learn, and her impatient teacher stated that she did not "apply herself." Alice turned sullen through it all and refused to have anything more to do with it.
A The school has placed "thumbs down" on the boy and is pushing the burden off on someone else. The whole defiant attitude of the boy is being increased by the very evident spirit displayed by both the school and parents. The boy pretends that he wants nothing so much as to get away from it all and nobody is helping him. A school curriculum adjusted to his needs would help the situation materially. At the present time there is no possible recommendation that can be made to aid him.
